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The editorial
coordinators for
this edition of
msjChronicle are
Rahul Mondal and
Mousumi Das,
graduate students
of the department of
Media Science and
Journalism.

Pew Roy at Brainware
University
Asmita Debnath

: In the heart of 2024, the Deep
Focus event unfolded like a
mesmerizing tapestry, metic-
ulously woven by the vision-
ary trio- Mr. Indranil Roy, Mr.
Utsab Ray, Mr. Sandip Mondal.
This immersive cinematic chal-
lenge beckoned participants to
embrace their creativity within
the confines of a relentless 72-
hour timeframe. As the clock
ticked, filmmakers, and actors
embarked on a whirlwind jour-
ney, fuelled by passion. P2

Photography Exhibition
in Brainware University
Prapti Biswas

The department of media
science and journalism or-
ganised an exhibition cum
workshop named ‘Shutter
Stories’ in Brainware uni-
versity campus. Special
guest veteran photo jour-
nalist Jayanta Shaw was
invited to judge and teach
students everything about
photography and about old
technological method of
photograpahy. Mr Phalguni
Mukhopadhyay gave his
speech and explored differ-
ent photographs by the stu-
dents. P2
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ONVOCATION 2024

Beyond the fancy robes:
My Convocation tale

REVIBY iEN

Convocation. Just the word itself sounds so official
and important, doesn’t it? It has an almost magical
quality to it, like an ancient incantation or ritual
from the dusty tomes of academia. Well, the word
has its own history and a Latin origin. And it means
a group of people gathering together formally, as-
sembled for some particular purpose, especially aca-
demia. Well, not quite. Though the convocation does
involve robes and ancient traditions, it’s actually
something much simpler and more profound. It’s the
moment when we finally get to trade in our tattered
student IDs for some well-earned credentials.

So sure, convocation has all the pomp and
circumstance of a medieval ceremony. But at its
core, it’s about celebrating an epic academic jour-
ney with those who were stuck riding the struggle
bus right alongside you for the last few years. It’s
glorious, it’s meaningful, and for sure, we don’t all
look great in those robes and fancy hats! I had been
waiting a lot to wear those robes and hats which I
had always seen others wearing. I finally wore that
hat and the robe and entered the Ceremonial Hall,
ready to get the approval of my three-year journey at
Brainware University. Somehow, I was going to be
awarded the gold medal with one of my batchmates
and friend, Shuvanwita. I don’t want to describe
every step of the convocation as it might bore you.

But in the awarding ceremony, some things
need to be mentioned, like the speeches by two
esteemed guests. They were moving and motivating,
and they said how education is not just for us but
for society too. Your duty to society is one of the
greatest things that one should learn from education.
Eventually, we both got awarded the gold medal. I
know I had worked hard for the last three years and
might not have given my best, but getting award-
ed feels different. I did not think this medal to be
something big or different; rather, it made me feel
like I had been categorized into a different section of
toppers or meritorious students, whereas my friends
who had gone through the same journey with more
or less resources than I had and more hard work than
I did, it felt like they also needed to be awarded. I
am not being humble; when you are on a journey
with great friends who helped you grow and helped
you realize yourself, it doesn’t feel good enough

when you are awarded differently, and they can’t see
you as you are sitting in the section of awardees.

But I have to admit, I took a selfish plea-
sure when my parents got to see the medal when
I returned home. They never showered praise in
front of me, but they were happy. They think that if
they praise their own child, he will get arrogant and
egotistical about his abilities. But they do share my
photos on social media without me knowing. And
believe me, it made me feel happy, that the son who
had gone through a tough drop year and was very
confused about what to do, and even they had lost
their belief in me, gets to feel again what they used
to feel. I may have run over my word limit, but some
feelings are worth mentioning.

Well, I forgot to acknowledge my faculties
in this course of time after the convocation, but I
wish they read this and get what I feel about them.
See, ‘faculty’ is a very official word, and ‘teacher’
is the perfect word. They taught us to believe, as
Sudipta Ma’am made me; she believed in me and
always praised me, and obviously, she was pretty
sure about me getting awarded even though [ was
not. Sudipto Sir has always praised me when neces-
sary, which he doesn’t do much, and that gave me
confidence. Ahana Ma’am, who also said, “Rahul,
you have the quality, don’t stop here; keep studying.
Considering your family background, I feel you can
do it.” And Jennifer Ma’am, who not only helped me
but everyone in the class get out of difficult times
and gave us some leeway so that we didn’t have to
face trouble. And Tanmay Sir, who helped hone my
interest in films much more and better, and praised
my articles on films. It might sound a bit formal, but
the journey with them was more fun and enjoyful,
and [ miss that it is a past that I could look back on
and praise in my memory album.

These people in my life, like my parents,
friends, and teachers, helped me understand that
education is not only about gaining knowledge but
also about how you are and what your responsibil-
ities are to society and your people, not only moral
righteousness but also my duty as a person to society
and those in need. Convocation marked the end of a
remarkable journey, but it was also the beginning of
a new chapter, filled with endless possibilities and
the commitment to make a positive impact on the
world.

Sudeshna Roy at the

The 2020 batch on Convocatio Day

My prized moment

Graduates!
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‘Education is our passport to the future’

Megha Jha

On a bright and warm Wednes-
day, April 3, 2024, Brainware
University witnessed a signifi-
cant session promoting stronger
India-US ties through education.
the institution was honoured to
welcome the US consul general
Melinda Pavek, FPU manager
Dane Rohrer and USIEF edu-
cationUSA coordinator, Megha
Roy Chatterjee and several oth-
ers.

We students and fac-
ulty members waited in the au-
ditorium and the session began
once the guests took their seats.
Ms Pavek was warmly felicitat-
ed by our honorable Chancellor
Phalguni Mookhopadhayay. The
other guests were felicitated by
our Registrar, Mahua Pal. The
session was conducted by our
media science and journalism
faculty, Sudipta Bhattacharjee.

The event was infor-
mative and engrossing for the
students as well as the faculty
members present there. It was
especially beneficial for the stu-
dents who aspire to study in the
US. The direct interaction helped
us to understand the practical sce-

nario of visa application as well
as the method to seek admissions
in US universities.

The programme be-
gan with the Brainware Univer-
sity initiative ‘Celebrating Tago-
re,” with a beautiful audio-visual
exposure to the Rabindrasangeet
Mayabono Biharini, rendered by
Chancellor Sir himself. The song
lent an aura and took the event
to another level and prepared the
audience for a impactful session.

Several students got a
chance to ask questions directly.
They eagerly wanted to explore
educational  opportunities  in
the US. Moreover, it was a pro-
gramme that fostered the cultural
exchange among India and the
US. The guests highlighted the
rules and regulations through
PowerPoint presentations, letting
the audience know about proce-
dures more comprehensively.

It was encouraging as
the team provided their official
contact details and promised to
offer a helping hand any time
we reach out. It was a great op-
portunity provided by Brainware
University that gave insights on
various topics related to higher
education in US.

US consul general Melinda Pavek with Brainware Univers-i'ty
Chancellor Phalguni Mookhopadhayay

Pavek addresses the audience
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Deep Focus brings out the ﬂwﬂn@q O @ e masﬁ;‘
best at short film event

Asmita Debnath

In the heart of 2024, the Deep
Focus event unfolded like a
mesmerizing tapestry, metic-
ulously woven by the vision-
ary trio- Mr. Indranil Roy,
Mr. Utsab Ray, Mr. Sandip
Mondal. This immersive cin-
ematic challenge beckoned
participants to embrace their
creativity within the confines
of a relentless 72-hour time-
frame. As the clock ticked,
filmmakers, and actors em-
barked on a whirlwind jour-
ney, fuelled by passion and
the desire to craft compel-
ling short films. The event’s
premise was simple yet ex-
hilarating: conceive, shoot,
and edit a short film in just 72
hours. This intense time pres-
sure ignited sparks of inno-
vation, pushing participants
to explore uncharted territo-
ries of storytelling. Armed
with cameras, scripts, and
boundless imagination, they
set forth on their creative pil-
grimage. On the 14th of May,
the event burst forth with en-
ergy. Teams huddled in dimly
lit studios, fuelled by adren-
aline and caffeine, their eyes
fixed on screens. Cameras
rolled, capturing raw emo-
tions, while editors pieced
together fragments of bril-
liance. The air crackled with

anticipation—a  symphony
of dreams taking shape. The
event’s allure extended be-
yond its participants. Sudesh-
na Ray, a luminary filmmak-
er, graced the occasion. Her
mere presence infused the
atmosphere with wisdom and
inspiration. Aspiring direc-
tors hung on her every word,
absorbing insights that would
fuel their artistic pursuits.

And then there was
Amitabh Bhattacharya—the
lyrical maestro. His session
resonated deeply, as if he
wove stardust into the air. His
anecdotes, peppered with wit
and vulnerability, left an in-
delible mark on the creative
souls gathered.

Let’s dive into the
intriguing world of these
short film title from the Deep
Focus event. Each title holds
a universe of emotions and
stories: 1. Raindrop Reverie,
2. Echo, 3. Fall of Petrols,
4. No Friends, 5. Nesa
Naki Pesa, 6. Ami Ebong,
7. Abesh, 8. Somanupat, 9.
Smiritir Kabbo, 10. Wake Up
11. Tor Ki Hobe, 12. Abor-
tok, 13. Antarjaal, 14. Phire
Dekha, 15. Nirved, 16. Hero,
17. Chitrokatha, 18. Cells,
19. Sandwich, 20. Okothito.
The movies were shown over
two days. On the first day,
they presented half of the

short films, and on the second
day, they showcased the re-
maining half.

In the heart of summer, when
the sun blazed relentlessly
and the air shimmered with
heat, a remarkable event
unfolded- a celebration that
would linger in our memo-
ries long after the last note
had faded. The masterminds
behind the grand spectacle
were none other than Mr.
Saikat Ghosh, Mr. Indranil
Roy, Dishani Roy, Sritama,
Somyaditwyo, Debarati, Ti-
yasha, Biswa, Jeet, Aniket,
Pritam, Dipanjan. Together,
they wove magic into every
detail, transforming a mun-
dane space into a captivating
wonderland.

They set up a stage to take
photographs and placed a
red carpet in front of it. The
event started at 2 P.M. and
ended 6 PM. Unfortunate-
ly, some of the short films
were repetitive, causing the
audience to lose interest. For
instance, some films depicted
love between women, while
others focused on themes like
breakup and university life.
Although the short films were
not of high quality, the judges
suggested that the filmmakers
improve their dialogue deliv-
ery. Mixing three languages
together made it difficult for

the audience to follow, result-

ing in poor reception.

They invited three judges to
present awards for the best :
film, best director, and other
the :
prizes were awarded in differ-
ent ways, including monetary :
rewards for the contestants. :
Some of the participant’s cre- :
ated their first for this Deep :
even though :
they didn’t know everything
about managing sound, cam- :
era, and other aspects. De-§
spite their lack of experience, :
remarkable
short films.The three judg- :
es- Professor Sabyasachi Ba-
nerjee, Miss Sujata Kundu,§
and Tathagata Banerjee- an- :
nounced the winner’s name :
and also advised everyone to :
maintain language diversity,
rather than relying solely on :

categorizes. This year,

Focus event,

they produced

English.

were given across different
categories.

FEIN” GANG), with the first
runner-up prize awarded to
Nirved (Team Marco Produc-
tion). The second runner-up

Critics’ Choice Award went
by Al Minar Reza. The best
lows: 1st prize went to Ami :

Ebong.... (Team Focus 9) by
Chandrima Chowdhury, 2nd :

prize to Cells (Magpie Films) : :
by Al Minar Reza, and 3rd :
prize to Hero (Director: Ishan :
Gain, Team Entity). For Best :
Director, Showhardo Biswas
and Surjashish (Film: Echo, :
Team FEIN’ GANG) were :
recognized. The Best Actor :
award went to Amrito Kumar :
Magpie :
Production) while Dishani :
(Film: Nirved, Team :
Marco Production) received§
the award for Best Story. :
Abir Biswas (Film: Abesh,§
Team Artemis) was honoured :
Cinematography,
and Showhardo Biswas and§
Abhijit Biswas (Film: Echo, :
Team FEIN” GANG) won the :

Das (Film: Cells,

Das

for Best

award for Best Editing.

Pew Roy inspires media students

Prapti Biswas

The department of media
science and  journalism
hosted a session and work-
shop on  “newsroom to
classroom” at the Brainware
University campus. Ms Pew
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Roy , the senior assistant
news editor of TV9, was
the guest in the event . It
was coordinated by Saikat
Ghosh Sir and moderated
by Debabani Mukherjee
Ma’am.

The event was or-
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Senior AS

ganised to develop the skills
of the aspiring future jour-
nalists and sharpen their
dreams and proficiency.
The event started
at 12 noon with Pew ma’am
sharing her experience in the
media houses she worked in
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. She shared her story and
struggles. The event moved

forward with Pew ma’am :
answering all the questions :
NG

of the future journalists
present in the room.

“Confidence is
more important than appear-
ance ” , said Pew Roy. She
shared her story of over-
coming nervousness. She
spoke about physical fitness
and confidence.

Many students
from other universities were

with the guest. She patient-
ly answered every question
and gave many tips that will
help us students in the real
world.

Overall the event was very
knowledgeable We stu-
dents learned a lot from Ms

work harder and flourish in
future.
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Celebrated Journahst at Brainware
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Alone in a sorrow,
No one borrow.
Born for Glory,
Stating own story.

Desire for Love,
Remained unlove,
Passed darkness night,
In a search of light.
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Prapti Biswas

BARASAT, April 9 : The de-
partment of Media Science
and Journalism hosted the
session on ‘“challenges of
a journalist” conducted by
Mr. Rhitobrata Bhattacharya
, group editor in chief of ‘R
PLUS’. The session was co-
ordinated by Saikat Ghosh
Sir and moderated by De-
babani Mukherjee Ma’am. In
the beginning Rhitobrata sir
said , “It doesn’t matter if a
profession doesn’t have chal-
lenges , but it is what makes
you better”. He claimed jour-
nalism as an adventurous in-
dustry. He laughed and added
, “There is nothing a reporter
can’t do”.

He shared his ex-

periences in abroad when he
spent 4 nights in Cannes with
only 3 euro in pocket. He
shared his story of breaking
Ist international big break
news. He told us the story
of world cup in Berlin .He
showed us his movie’s trailers
and also the clippings of his
work throughout his career.
He gave us many
tips that will be helpful in real
world. He said, “ A journalist
should be reliable”. He an-
swered all the questions of the
aspiring, dreaming journal-
ists. It was a delight to share
the same room with him and
learn so much. The session
was really full of knowledge
and laughter. His session mo-
tivated the students to work
harder and move forward.
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Like a story

By Baani Sharma

Burning in a rage,
Locked in cage.
Tried to cry,

But eyes are dry.
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Hoping for a joy,
Expecting a toy.

In a memory,

I am dead inside,

My vein is iced.
Bury in a trash,
In a form of Ash

I will stay like a story.




"B Taxi Driver, Sealdah. Picture by Bapan Das

Simplicity in every detail. Picture by Debosmita Roy
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Sourav Mandal, an MSc student of Brainware
University, completed an internship with The Times
of India, Kolkata, recently. He wrote over a dozen
reports which were published with his byline. An
interview:
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Q: Do you think that you will go to some other
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gles of the news. Firstly, the mother who was driv-

media?

A: No, I think I started my career with print so I
will stick to it and I got the exposure from print. I
don’t have any interest in mojo, I don’t want to go
there but if I don’t fit into the print industry, I might
try in the TV. But print will always be my first
priority.

ing the scooty, is known to be a reckless driver. She
was injured in another accident a few days ago. And
the road there wasn’t very driver friendly. There
were men working on a construction project on this
road. When you start cross- questioning people, talk
with locals or police you might get to know very
different information. So, gathering information

Q: Do you visualise yourself in the print indus-
try?

A: I had an interest in journalism for a very long
time. To be precise I had a passion for writing from
Class XI. But slowly when I grew up, I started to
realize that I can help people from the grassroots
level by writing for them, being their voice.

from the field and writing it in a presentable way is
Q: What will be your piece of advice for the bud- what an efficient print reporter would do.
ding students of media who aspire to work in the
print industry?
A: Firstly, you have to be good in two things, the
writing skill and the ability of finding the angle
properly for a news report. A dog biting a man is
not news, but a man biting a dog is news. Basical-
ly, you have to find the correct angle for the news.
For example, recently I got news where there was
an accident where a girl died but her mother was
safe, just had some injuries. Here lies my point: ask
as many questions as you can and get the relevant
facts clear to provide an angle in the story. When I
got to the accident scene, I found some different an-

Q: Is there always a negative aspect and a posi-
tive aspect in a job?

A: Look I’'m totally biased with the print industry. I
love to work here and as an intern they did not pres-
surize me or put extra work load on me, I had to
cover one story each day and that’s it. From what I
experienced in this off ice the people here are sup-
portive and they’re very helpful. So, I don’t think I
have ever experienced negativity in the industry but
yes, [ do feel that, now people don’t read newspa-
pers, that’s the problem, people have lost the habit
of reading newspapers.

WW%&WW@T

Q: How is your experience being a student of
Brainware University?

A: Brainware is a fun place. I get to learn a lot from
the campus about the industry, the working experi-
ence. I can assure you our department is very good
and helpful. Especially Sudipta ma’am, she’s the
one behind my internship.

Photography exhibition at
Brainware University

Prapti Biswas

The department of media
science and journalism or-
ganised an exhibition cum
workshop named ‘Shut-
ter Stories’ in Brainware
university campus. Special

guest veteran
photo journalist
Jayanta Shaw was
invited to judge
and teach students
everything about
photography and
about old techno-
logical method of
photograpahy.
The exhibition
was located in
University build-
ing 2 , room 007
where the Chancel-
lor of Brainware
University , Mr
Phalguni Muk-
hopadhyay gave
his speech and
explored different
photographs by the
students.

The photographs
varied from differ-
ent genres abstract to por-
traits to nature and more.
Mr Jayanta Shaw judged
every picture thoroughly
and gave honest reviews .
Al Minar Mahmudur Reza

is declared as the winner
and Sougata Jana as the 1st
runner up for their innova-
tive and creative photog-
raphy .

Mr Jayanta Shaw
spoke about different
renowned photographers
and their struggles. He
explained his life his expe-
rience about all the tragic
events he had to cover till
date. He very enthusiasti-
cally spoke with everyone
and also answered all the

The exhibition venue

questions presented to him.
He ended the
session with a slide show
of all his photographs and
demonstrating the use
of Box camera. It was a
wonderful experience to
see such a renowned yet
down to earth human being
and learn so much about
photography and photo
journalism. It motivated
every student to click more
pictures and see the world
through a different lens .
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