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AbhishekslamsCAAasBJP’'S
‘false promise’ ahead of polls

TMC leaderurged people nottosuccumb to the purported trapsset by the saffron party

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
RANAGHAT, 21 APRIL

n a rally held at Dutta-
pulia, located within the
Matua dominated Rana-
ghatparliamentaryarea
in Nadia, Trinamul national
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee lambasted the Cit-
izenship Amendment Act
(CAA), branding it as yet
anotherinstance of the BJP's
"jumla" or false promises.

Addressing afervent crowd,
Mr Banerjee urged people
not to succumb to the pur-
ported traps set by the saffron
party.

Mr Banerjee pointed out
the timing of theimplemen-
tation of the CAA, justahead
of the upcoming elections,
suggestinga politicalmotive
behind its sudden enforce-
ment.

He highlighted the pro-
longed duration it took the BJP
toformulate therules for the
actsinceits passagein 2019,
labelingit as another instance
of deceptive politicking.

Jailed Jyoti
Priyva Mallick
falls sick due to
extreme heat

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 21APRIL

Former forest minister Jyoti
Priya Mallick unexpectedly
fellillyesterday afternoon due
to severe diabetes and blood
pressure issues. Currently,
heisunderobservationatthe
Presidency Jail.

Accordingtojail sources,
he felt unwell due to the
extreme heat, which has
exacerbated his physical
condition.Initially examined
by jail doctors, he was later
referred to specialistsinmed-
icine, diabetology, and car-
diology at the jail hospital.

After a day of treatment,
there was improvement in his
condition by the evening.
Jailsources further reported
that Mr Mallick's family has
beeninformed abouthisill-
ness and subsequentrecov-
ery. MrMallick was arrested
in connection with the ration
distribution scam on 26 Octo-
ber. The next dayhe was
brought to court. During the
hearing, hefellilland was sub-
sequently admitted to a pri-
vate hospital. After afew da-
ys, he was transferred to ED
custody from the hospital.

Last November, he was
admitted to the SSKM Hos-
pital for treatment.

Since then, he had been
there until 13January, when
he was transferred to the
Presidency Jail. However,
this time, he willnot be sent
to an outside hospital on
account of hisillness, accord-
ing to jail sources.

His family has applied
for bail multiple times citing
his health condition, but the
courthasnotapprovedityet.

On 16 February, he was
removed from the state cab-
inet. According to a TMC
source, his family had
requested the chief minister
to remove Mallick from the
ministry to get bail.

Interestingly, this is the first
electioninwhichJyoti Priya
Mallick is absent since he
entered politics.

"If you go through the
CAAnotification, 38 pages out
of 40 consist of forms. Peo-
ple have been asked tofillup
the forms withoutany detail
and clarity," Mr Banerjee
emphasised, questioning the
transparency and intentions
behind the cumbersome
process.

Directing his criticism
towards Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Mr Banerjee accused
the BJP offailing to deliver on
its promise of granting citi-
zenship. He alleged that the
CAA forms, which require
individuals to declare their ori-
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gins from Bangladesh or Pak-
istan, would result in the
deletion of essential docu-
mentssuchasvoter cardsand
Aadhaar cards, ultimately
curtailing benefits.

Mr Banerjee also took a
swipe at BJP leaders, ques-
tioning their conspicuous
absence infilling out the CAA
forms, implying their reluc-
tance to face therepercussions
of their own policies.

He cited the plight of 12
lakh Hindu Bengalis in Assam
who allegedly fell victim to the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) due to the CAA.
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A Trinamul source dis-
closed the party's strategic
decision to campaign against
the CAA in refugee-domi-
nated Nadiaand North 24-Par-
ganas, denouncing the CAA
portal as a "BJP poll gim-
mick."

Turning his attention to PM
Modi’srecentremarks about
showcasing progress in
Jammu and Kashmir, where
Mr Modi promised grand
developments in the next
five years, Mr Banerjee said:
“What have you seen in the
last 10 years? The trailer has
onlyshownahuge price hike
invariousitems from eggs to
gas to petrol to diesel and
kerosene. Imagine what they
willshowinthe cinemainthe
next five years. Do you want
to vote for them?"

Mr Banerjee also empha-
sized the absence of BJP's con-
tribution during the people's
troubled times, contrastingit
with Trinamul Congress's
active presence. "Who came
to save you during your times
of trouble in the last five

years? No one, including
Modi, came here. Only Tri-
namul Congress appeared
during your trouble times,"
asserted Mr Banerjee.

Drawingattention tolocal
issues, Mr Banerjee high-
lighted the plight of the tant
(cotton) workers, condemn-
ingthe centralgovernment's
imposition of 18 percent GST
on cotton while grantingzero
per cent GST for the dia-
mond trade. He pledged: "If
the government is changed
atthe Centre, no GST willbe
imposed on cotton."

He pointedly mentioned
thelack of support from BJP
candidate Jagannath Sarkar
and highlighted instances of
violence, urging voters to
seekretribution through the
ballot box.

Inhis closingremarks, Mr
Banerjeereiterated his com-
mitment to fighting against
theinjustices perpetrated by
the BJP, urging the electorate
to support Trinamul in the
upcoming elections for abet-
ter future.

A man carries a puppy covered with a gamcha (towel) while he pants due the excessive heat in Kolkata on Sunday.
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CA student falls to death from
high-rise building in Kasba

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 21 APRIL

Afemale Chartered Accoun-
tancy (CA) student named
Tamanna Hiraowat (19), fell
to her death from the roof of
a multi-storey building in
Kasba.

Sheused tostay on one of
theupperfloors ofabuilding
in the Picnic Garden area
within Kasba Police Station
limits. She fell from the 25th
floor of that building this
morning. The police are inv-
estigating whether the inci-
dentwas anaccident or asui-
cide. According to police sou-
rces, the incident occurred at
Meghmani Apartment on
Naskarhat Road in the Picnic
Garden area between 3:00
and 4:45 a.m.

The residents quickly
rushed her to the hospital. She
was taken to Chittaranjan
Medical College and Hospi-
tal, where she was declared

The police are investi-
gating whether the
incident was an acci-
dent or a suicide.
Locales revealed that
she had previously
attempted suicide by
cutting her wrist

dead after examination.

Preliminaryinvestigation
revealed that Tamanna was
preparing for her CA exams.

She had also recently
appeared for an exam. She
used to stay with her broth-
erinanapartmenton one of
the upper floors of the build-
ing, while their father, Deep-
ak Hiraowat, lived abroad.
Localresidents revealed that
she had previously attempt-
ed suicide by cutting her
wrist. However, it is being
investigated if she jumped
from the 25th floor on her own
on Sunday morning.
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The two-day Banga Bhumir
Baishakhi Panta Utsavwhich
concluded today evoked
tremendous response among
ordinary people and foodies.

PantaBhat (waterrice) has
gained global recognition
andinmanystar hotelsithas
been included in the break-
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fast menu.

Thefestival coincided with
the scorching heatwhen the
mercury in the city touched
40 degrees Celsius. In Pana-
garh themercury touched 45
degree Celsius and the weath-
eroffice has sounded orange
alertin several south Bengal

districts.

In many districts like East
and West Burdwan, Jhar-

Rajnath Singh: Nopowerintheworld can
stopintroductionof CAA in the country
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Campaigning for the Lok
Sabha electionsinWestBen-
gal, Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh todaylaunched a
fierce attack on Trinamul
Congress chief Mamata Baner-
jee over the Sandeshkhali
controversy.

"She's nowjust Mamata by
name. In character and con-
duct, her'Mamata' has been
lost," Mr Singh said at a rally
at Sagarpara Narasinghapur
club playground in Mur-
shidabad.

He asked: "What has hap-
pened to West Bengal since
Mamata Didi became chief
minister? Lawlessness has
spread throughout the state.
Criminals and hooligans are

running rampant while the
decent people are terrified.
West Bengal hasbecome infa-
mous for crime and com-
munalism. If incidents like
Sandeshkhali happen in a
state with a woman chief
minister, what can one under-
stand?"

Mr Singh was addressing
a gathering to campaign for
BJP Lok Sabha candidate
Gourishankar Ghosh.

“No power in the world can
stop the introduction of Cit-
izenship Amendment Act
(CAA) in the country,” Mr
Singh added.

Two days ago, Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee had said
thatshe willnotallow CAA or
NRCinthisstateaslongasshe
is alive. Rajnath Singh was
believed to have given his
answer in Sunday’s meeting.

Mr Singh claimed that BJP
will getmore than 30 seats in
the Lok Sabha pollsin the state
this time.

gram, Bankura, Purulia, Nadia
and South and North 24-Par-
ganas, Panta Bhat is con-
sumed by more than 90 per
cent rural people.

The farmers, labourers
take pantabhatin the morn-
ing before setting out for
fields forwork. The festival was
organised by Pausthik Life.

To make the programme
attractive panta-themed songs
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He then promised the peo-
ple of the state a crime-free
West Bengal under the BJP's
leadership, stating, “I am
telling you, this time fly the
flag of the BJP inWest Bengal.
Whoever has caused inci-
dents like Sandeshkhali will
face competition. When the
ED and CBI came to investi-
gate, they were attacked by
these goons. There's no law
and order leftin West Bengal.
The first condition for any
state's development is strict
law and order. And what can
be said about the incidents like
Sandeshkhali? Notjust India,
the whole of humanity feels
ashamed.”

He then attacked Mama-
ta Banerjee directly, saying:
"Even in SSC, TET exams,
thereis corruption. Even inlot-
teries, there is corruption.
Wherever you go, there is
corruption! Mamata Didi, I
want to tell you, you're just
Mamatabyname. Mamata is
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in different languages were
played. Panta Bhat is fer-
mented rice andis both deli-
cious and hygienic.

Panta Bhat has got pan-
India recognition through a
song ‘Aanki Chali, Baanki
chali” in the Hindi film Nam-
keen. In folklore there are
often references to Panta
Bhat. Itisinteresting to note
that Panta Bhatis referred to
in Sri Sri Ramakrishna Lee-

supposed to be motherly.
Why don'tyousee the suffering
ofthe people?Where has your
motherly compassion gone?
Now you're just Mamata by
name."

"She wants to form a gov-
ernment by dividing Hindus
and Muslims. This politics of
caste and religion should
stop. If you want to do poli-
tics, do it with justice and
humanity, Mamata Didi," Mr
Singh said. Besides criticising
the state government, Rajnath
Singh also highlighted a large
number of public welfare
projects of the Prime Minis-
ter Modi-led government at
the Centre.

Campaigning in Malda for
party candidate Khagen
Murmu, Mr Singh said: “TMC
leaders are involved in cor-
ruption and extortion. Min-
isters of Mamata Banerjee’s
Cabinetare behind bars on cor-
ruption charges. The Mama-
ta Banerjee-led government
has failed to conduct a fair
recruitmentin schoolservices
and other sectors.”

Addressinganother gath-
ering in Siliguri, Mr Singh
claimed that the people
belonging to Gorkha, Rajban-
shi, Adivasi, Rabha, Toto and
other communities are being
deprived of their legitimate
claims during the tenure of the
TMC government.

Mamata Banerjee has
stopped implementation of
several Central government’s
welfare schemes and changed
thename of PM Awas Yojona
and showcased it as Bangla
Awas Yojana, he claimed.

nt Bt finds far with foodies

laprasanga by Swami Sarada-
nanda. During her pregnan-
cy Sri Ramakrishna’s moth-
er Chandramani Devi used to
have spiritual visions. Inone
such visionshe sawagodrid-
ingontheback ofaswanand
theface of the god had turned
red because of excessive heat.

Out of compassion Chan-
dramani Devi asked the god
tohave somericewhichhad
been prepared the day before,
and getrefreshed. The guests
were treated to Panta Bhat
accompanied by typicalside
dishes like note shak bhaja,
narkoler bora, amodi mach
bhajaand begun bhajaamong
others.

Mr Dipankar Dasgupta,
leading culinary author was
presentat the festival and chat-
ted with the visitorsabout the
history of Panta Bhat.

Atthefestival 32 varieties
of rice, Balam, Dadkhani,
Ramchandra Bhog, Tulaipan-
ja and Chamatkar among
them, were displayed.

Seminar discusses

Bengal CID busts multi-state
cyber fraud, arrests

agriskills enhancement
mastermind from Gujarat ’ ,, '
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West Bengal Police's Crime
Investigation Department
(CID) has busted a cyber
fraud gang operating across
multiple states and appre-
hended the ringleader from
Gujarat, police said.

The CIDWB arrested Shah
Darshil Pareshbhai, a resident
of Bhavnagar, Gujarat, the
mastermind of a multi-state
scamracket, on April 19, the
police said.

This arrest was the result
of an investigation into a
complaintbyaretired person
wholostaround Rs 5 lakh due
to a bank KYC update scam,
leading to theregistration of
an FIR, the police added.

The CID WB discovered

This arrest was the
result of an investi-
gation into a com-
plaint by a retired
person who lost
around Rs 5 lakh due
to a bank KYC update
scam, leading to the
registration of an
FIR, the police added

during their investigation
thatthe main operation was
being conducted from Gujarat.

The gang, led by Shah
Darshil Pareshbhai, is active
in atleast3-4 different states,
police said. Following his
arrest, hewillbe producedin
a local court and taken on
remand for further investi-
gation, police said.
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Celebration of 30,000 free pediatric cardiac surgeries performed at Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospitals at Rotary Sadan. =sns
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The Department of Agricul-
ture at Brainware Universi-
ty hosted a one-day Nation-
al seminar on 20 April.

The topic of the nation-
al seminar was “Agriskills
towards Nutritional Securi-
ty and Sustainability”.

Notable guests at the
seminarincluded Prof. (Dr.)
Dharani Dhar Patra (former
VC, BCKV), Prof. (Dr.) Pranab
Hazra (former Dean, PG
Studies, BCKV), Prof. (Dr.)
Subhra Mukherjee (former
Associate Dean, BCKV) and
Dr. Asish Ghosh (Executive
Director, BharatNursery Pvt.
Ltd.). The event commenced
with a lamp-lighting cere-
mony by the esteemed guests
followed by the Saraswati
Vandana.

Prof. (Dr.) Dharani Dhar

Patra shed light on sustain-
able agriculture and food
securityamidstrecent climate
changes. Prof. (Dr.) Pranab
Hazra stressed sustainabil-
ity through scientific Agri-
Education in Indian agri-
culture.

Prof. (Dr.) Subhra Mukher-
jee provided insights into
nutrient biofortification as
apowerful tool against hid-
den hunger and Dr. Asish
Ghosh discussed agri-seed
business start-ups for rural
development. Interactive
sessions followed each lec-
ture and the seminar con-
cluded with poster presen-
tations by participants.



